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oF Holiday 


fies from 
State Director 
Ed Spang 


Seasons greetings to you all! 

The holidays are a wonderful 
time to reflect on the many 
successes and challenges of the 
past year, and to look forward to 
a new and even better year. 

As I look back at 1991, Iam 
reminded of the many accom- 
plishments that we as an 
organization have brought about. 
I am particularly pleased with 
Director Jamison’s visit to Alaska 
this past summer and the 
program awareness he obtained 
during his visit. The Times/ 
Mirror Conservation Council tour 
we hosted this past year was an 
outstanding success, and helped 
establish a positive working 
relationship between BLM and 
the Council. A major effort in- 
volved the Organization Efficiency 
and Effectiveness Review and 
use of the Total Quality Manage- 
ment in this review process. 

My sincere thanks to each of 
you who contributed to the 
success of these efforts and the 
end-of-year reported 


Glennallen District 

Manager Gene Keith and district 
archaeologist Pat McCoy present 
certificates of appreciation toa 
group of young volunteers, age 
11-13, who helped the district 
conduct National Register testing 
for the district's cultural resource 
program this summer. 

(Photo by Dave Mushovic) 
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: cone Oviatt has oe 
Se appointed the new deputy © 


_ Survey in Alaska, Oviatt 
sg fe Nee M, from BLM’ Ss Sante 


: Washington office. In Sante - 


accomplishments. 

The holiday season is an 
appropriate time to remember the 
true spirit of Christmas and the 
generous spirit of the employees 
at BLM. Many of you are actively 
involved in the community at 
large, supporting many important 
charities, schools and churches 
with your time, effort and 
financial support. 

As we enjoy the Alaskan winter 
and the holiday season, with all 
of the wonderful activities and 
festivities it has to offer, I would 
like to wish you a safe and happy 
Christmas season and all the best 
for the coming New Year. 
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information system. _ 
He attended Weber State © 
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Education 


Wells Brings 
Origami To the 
Classroom 


by K. J. Mushovic 


If a Glennallen School first grader greets his 
classmate by saying, “Ohio,” it’s not that he’s 
confused about what state he’s in. He’s really 
saying “ohayoo” and is just giving a Japanese good 
morning greeting, thanks to BLMer Cheryl Wells. 

A Glennallen District administrative technician, 
Wells brightened a cold, dark moming when she 
visited Michelle Brown’s first grade class to acquaint 
students with the Japanese language and give a 
lesson in origami, the Japanese art of folding paper 
into objects of beauty. 

The 17 students were studying a unit on Japan 
that week and eagerly awaited Wells’ visit. 

Pleased that the kids had already learned to count 
to five in Japanese, Wells taught them a few basic 


words, including the Japanese words for hello, A proud Glennallen first-grader displays his first origami project 
goodbye, good morning, teacher, dog mother and thanks to BLMer Cheryl Wells, who acquainted the students with 
father. Then Wells, who majored in languages in Japanese language and culture during their recent unit on Japan. 
college, passed around examples of Japanese 

ee ore idrentorcok at. Next was a lesson in origami. Each child received 


a colorful sheet of paper, then followed Wells’ 
instructions and created a ball. Although the 
origami project Wells chose was simple, it proved a 
challenging task for the six-year-olds. 

“When we finished the folding, each student had 
what looked like a squashed down, rectangular 
box,” laughed Wells. “Then I had them gently blow 
into a hole left in one end, and as air filled the folds, 
they popped open to form what, in most cases, fairly 
resembled a ball! The children were delighted.” 

After working up a hearty appetite with the 
origami lesson, the students were served rice and 
given chopsticks. Wells demonstrated the proper 
use of the utensils, but confided to the struggling 
children that “any way that works is alright!” 


STlappy 
‘Holidays 


BLM administrative technician Cheryl Wells teaches origami to 
first-graders at Glennallen School. (Photos by K.J. Mushovic) 
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Volunteerism 


DM Finds 
special 
Friend with 
Big Brothers/ 
Big sisters 
Program 


by Sharon Durgan Wilson 


As manager of the Kobuk 
District, Helen Hankins finds 
little time to weave a volunteer 
commitment into her busy 
schedule of meetings and travel. 
“I always like to contribute to my 
community, and I prefer to do 
that in an active way, not just 
with financial contributions.” 

Hankins found the Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters program in 
Fairbanks six months ago. The 
program matches adults with 
young children in need of one-on- 
one companionship that is more 


Kobuk District Manager Helen Hankins spends a quiet Sunday afternoon with her Little 
Sister Candy. Hankins met Candy through the Fairbanks Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
program. “I enjoy Candy's company,” said Hankins, “and I like having an insight into 
young people.” (Photo by Mike Mauser) 
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like a brother or a sister than 
another parent. The Big Brother 
or Big Sister is an ally who can 
help a child through the 
challenges of childhood and 
adolescence. 

Volunteers go through an 
extensive screening process 
before meeting their Littles. “This 
is to protect the children,” 
Hankins said. 

The children are usually from a 
one-parent family, although each 
child referred by a parent or 


guardian is considered on a case- 
by-case basis. “The program asks 
for a one-year commitment of 
four to six hours a week spent 
interacting with a Little Sister or 
Brother. It has worked out just 
fine for me,” Hankins said. 

The Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters try to be positive role 
models for their Little Brothers 
and Sisters. They work to build 
solid relationships and help the 
Little Brother or Sister build self- 
esteem. “My Little Sister, Candy, 
is 11 years old and is in 6th 
grade,” Hankins said. “We get 
together Sunday afternoons. 

“We went to the stage 
production of The Sound of Music 
and we've tried cross-country 
skiing. On our domestic days we 
picked rose hips and made jam, 
and we’ve made cakes, cookies 
and dinner rolls that she has 
taken home for her family to 
sample. We’ve worked ona 
weaving project, watched video 
movies, shopped and walked the 
dog together. 

“Being a Big Sister gives me a 
different perspective on the 
world,” Hankins said. “I enjoy 
Candy’s company and I like 
having an insight into young 
people. 

“Candy doesn’t say a lot about 
her feelings yet,” Hankins said, 
“but one week she came up to me 
and tied a friend-ship bracelet 
that she had woven on my wrist. 
She never said a word, but I 
guess that said it all.” 

e. 
and now has 485 és) 
affiliated agencies. 

“The program is always looking for 
more Bigs, as we call them,” Hankins 
said. “But a volunteer has to want to 
make the commitment. I encourage 
other BLMers to look into this 


opportunity to contribute to a young 
person’s life.” 


The Big Brothers/ 
Big Sisters program 
was established 
nationally at the 
turn of the century, 


Cultural Diversity 


Native American Celebration 
Attracts Russians 


by Ella Wright 


The recent Native Arts and 
Crafts Week sponsored by BLM 
Alaska attracted not only local 
media, but a Russian crew from a 
Magadan TV studio as well. The 
three-member crew and Tatiana 
Slobodina, a university professor 
and interpreter, were in 
Anchorage videotaping points of 
interest. 

State Director Ed Spang was 
captured in the television 
spotlight November 18 during the 
kickoff of the week-long celebra- 
tion. Spang spoke about the 
importance of sharing the 
cultures of the Native artisans 
displaying their handcrafts in the 
atrium of the Anchorage Federal 
Office Building. 

BLM Native American program 
coordinator Mike Johnson of 
Conveyances Division organized 
the cultural activities in response 
to the President’s proclamation 
declaring November National 
American Indian Heritage Month. 

Gregory Frenkel, director of 
Magadan’s Regional Committee of 
TV and Radio Broadcasting, said 
a video without Natives in Alaska 
would not be Alaskan. 

Frenkel videotaped Ollie St. 


Germaine’s Ahnuvuk Point Hope 
(Inupiat) Dancers as they weaved 
tales of traditional and contem- 
porary lifestyles with their hands. 
- Alexander Rushev, deputy 
chairman of Magadan studio, did 
an on-camera interview with the 
family matriarch. 

“Our Natives are interested in 
seeing and getting acquainted 
with Alaska Natives,” explained 
Rushev through interpreter 
Slobodina. “Very often they come 
across relatives.” 

Last summer local public TV 
station KAKM did a survival guide 
and videotaped the Chukchi- 
Eskimo group “Emir” in 
Magadan. Frenkel said it’s im- 
portant to present Alaska Natives 
to the Russian people because of 
the similarities between the two 
Bering Straits cultures. 

An agreement was signed June 
22, 1991, making Anchorage 
Sister City to Magadan. 
“Magadan TV Studio is interested 
in your Native Arts and Crafts 
Week because we want to 
encourage relations between the 
two sister cities,” explained 
Frenkel. 


Young Ahnuvuk 
Point Hope (Inupiat) 
Dancers weave 
tales of traditional 
lifestyles with their 
hands during a 
performance at the 
Anchorage Federal 
Office Building in 
celebration of 
Native American 
Heritage Month. 
(Photo by W. 
Ransom, Jr.) 


Intertripal Groups 
Celebrate their 
Heritage 


by Ella Wright 


On November 20 the atrium 

of the Anchorage Federal __ 
Office Building echoed with 

the chants and drumbeats of 
the Northern Lights and 

_ Morning Star Intertribal 

Groups in celebration of Native 
American Heritage Month. 

Six of the 11-member Aleut, 
Tlingit, Eskimo and Lower 48 
Indian drum group are federal 
employees. 

Drummer Ben Pike works for 
the U.S. Department of Labor. 
He is a Creek and Chickasaw 

Indian, and a long-time 
Anchorage resident. As drum 
keeper for the group, Pike is 
responsible for caring for the 
big cedar and calfskin drum, 

- whose beat symbolizes the 
heartbeat of Native American 
people. 

Dancer Jim Kayotawape, a 
Wisconsin Menominee Indian, 
works for the Veterans 
Administration Office in 
Anchorage. “This music is our 
way of keeping our [Native 
American] traditions alive,” 
explained Kayotawape. “We 
want to give our young people 
the same sense of 
responsibility and love for the 
land our ancestors gave to us.” 

Tony Brown of the U:S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services in Anchorage 
was master of ceremonies. 
Brown, also a Wisconsin 
Menominee Indian, explained 
the meaning of each chant and 
how Alaska Natives and Lower 
48 Indians came to play 
together. 

“We are pleased BLM invited 
us here today,” said Brown, 
“and we feel it’s appropriate 
because our ancestors were 

always connected to the land.” 
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Volunteerism 


BLMers Help Dish up Thanksgiving Fare 


BLMers George Harper (far left), Cheryl Anzivino and Ann Adams (far right) chat with an 
officer of the Salvation Army during the Thanksgiving Day luncheon held at the Anchorage 


Federal Office Building. 


by Teresa McPherson 


Thanksgiving Day 1991. At 
10:00 a.m., just as he has done 
for the last eleven years, BLM 
computer specialist George 
Harper bundled into his coat, hat, 
gloves and drove to the 
Anchorage Federal Office Building 
cafeteria. There he and about 
200 other volunteers helped serve 
the Salvation Army’s annual 
Thanksgiving Day meal to some 
900 Anchorage residents. 

“I help run the coffee service,” 
said Harper, who kept the pots 
filled while runners poured coffee 
for guests. 


FAA Regional 
Administrator Ted 
Beckloff “clowns 
around” with 
Daisy Pelon of the 
Anchorage Senior 
Center and BLM's 
Ann Adams during 
the Salvation 
Army's annual 
Thanksgiving 
luncheon. 

(Photos by 

Teresa McPherson) 


Why would Harper want to give 
up part of his Thanksgiving holi- 
day to help serve coffee to many 
of Anchorage’s less fortunate? 

“I live alone,” explained Harper. 
“Holidays can be a lonely time for 
single people, so I like to keep 
busy. And what better way to 
keep busy than to help the Salva- 
tion Army. I guess that’s why I 
keep coming back year after year. 
I used to call in and sign up when 
they asked for volunteers. Now I 
just show up and do whatever 
needs to be done.” 

Harper had help from two other 
BLMers this year. Ann Adams 


and Cheryl Anzivino of Convey- 
ances Division served dessert and 
beverages at the luncheon. 

Adams, a third-year volunteer, 
found herself “adopted” by an 
older resident of the Anchorage 
Senior Center known as Daisy. 

“I saw an older woman come in 
looking very confused, so I walked 
up to her, introduced myself and 
gave her a hug,” said Adams. 
“She said her name was Daisy. I 
think she just needed some 
reassurance that she was where 
she was supposed to be.” 

Daisy, who announced she was 
91 years old and planned to live 
to be 100, enjoyed her turkey, 
dressing and pumpkin pie, and 
later danced a few steps to the 
holiday tunes played by the Sal- 
vation Army band. And each time 
Adams passed by, Daisy reached 
out to give her another hug. 

Cheryl Anzivino, whose job was 
to keep the water glasses filled in 
the senior area, also received a 
warm hug from Daisy. 

“This is the first year I’ve helped 
out,” said Anzivino. “I’m glad I 
did. I had a great time.” 

A small mariachi band went 
from table to table playing holiday 
songs with Hispanic flair. A 
colorful clown delighted the 
children with balloons and tricks 
(we did a little digging, and found 
out that the clown was FAA 
Regional Administrator Ted 
Beckloff). 

While the cafeteria seemed to be 
filled to capacity, there was an 
order to the chaos that allowed 
the 946 guests to be served 
promptly and cheerfully. The 
mood was warm and festive, and 
everyone seemed to wear a smile. 

“I guess I enjoy coming down 
here because I feel like I’m doing 
something for someone,” said 
George Harper. “And it’s fun. I 
guess that’s mostly why I come 
here. stesdumi? 
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Ale pplause 


Sustained Superior 
Performance Award 


Mary Hartel, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey — 
Christine Sitbon, Land Law Examiner: 
Division of Conveyance Management | 
Frederick Ward, Land SHE OS See 
_ Division of Cadastral Survey © cee 
Richard Helm, Land SHE: Division 


of Cadastral Survey — ie 
John Roberts, Cartographer, I Division 
- of Cadastral Survey 
Julia Boyd, Land Surveyor, Division of 
~ Cadastral Survey : 
Michael Eldridge, Land Sincen 
Division of Cadastral Survey 
_ Steven Robinson, Land Surveyor, 
Division of Cadastral Survey S 
Richard Brandley, Land Surveyor, 
- Division of Cadastral Survey 
Shirley Macke, Land Law Examiner, | 
Division of Lands and Renewable 
Resources: 
Susan Erickson, Land Law Assistant. 
Division of Conveyance Management 
Ralph Ahgupuk, Cartographic 
Technician, Division 1 of Cadastral 
ee ‘Survey © : 


Thirty Years of 
Catching Up 


by Danielle Allen 


Carol Heath stood at the 
Northwest Airlines gate with tears 
streaming down her face. She 
had come to meet her mother and 
older brother after more than 30 
years of separation. 

The flight had few people and 
they quickly deplaned. “I knew I 
was looking for a mother and a 
son,” said Heath, “but no one fit 
that description. I thought, ‘They 
didn’t come!’” 

Then a woman in her 60s 
appeared with a graying 
gentleman who were as choked 
up as she was. “We embraced 
and held on for a long time,” said 
Heath. 

Their five-day reunion in 
October was emotional and 
happy. Heath, an Anchorage 


Quality Increase Award 


‘Donald Weber, Miscellaneous Documents 
Examiner, Division of Cadastral Survey: 


On -the-Spot Cash Award 


Herees Mcpherson. Writer/Editor, OMce. 


of Public Affairs: 


Ed Bovy, Public Affairs Specialist, Office. 


‘of Public Affairs 


Rob McWhorter, Public Alfairs ee 


Office of Public Affairs © 


Jim Mroczek, Visual Information: 


Specialist, Office of Public Affairs 


Beverly Madding, Supervisory 


Procurement Analyst, Division of 
- Support Services 


: Janet Richardson, Reade ee 


Division of Support Services 


-Sonda Juliussen, Computer Program © 


_ Analyst, Division of Information 
Resources Management > 


Leonard Gallivo, Computer Program 


ae ‘Division of Information 
- Resource Management 


Length of Service 


10-Year ¢ Service Award 
George Richins, Supervisory 


_ Cartographic Technician, Division of 
~ Cadastral Survey 

Corey Doolin, Supervisory Forest 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 


District realty specialist said, “It 
was a fairy tale come true.” 

The tale began more than 30 
years ago when her father took 
her from the home she shared 
with her mother, three brothers 
and stepfather. She was five 
years old at the time. 

“I finally got to know a father I 


never knew. But I held on to the 


memories of the family I once 


had,” said Heath, who especially 
missed her older brother, Butch. 
The years passed and her father 


remarried. His engineering job 
took Heath and her stepbrother 


to cities throughout the country. 
At one time, Heath later learned, 


she was only twenty miles from 
her brother, who had spent two 
years looking for her after his 
return from Vietnam. 

Then earlier this year her 
father’s advancing age and 
change of heart spurred him to 
make a phone call which made 
the reunion possible. 


30-Year Service Award 

Arthur Hosterman, Supervisory 
Budget Analyst, Office of 
Management, Planning and Budget 

Robert Caughey, Supervisory 
Computer Systems Analyst, Division 
of Information Resource 
Management : : 


Retirements 
Charles Haddox, Cartographer, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 


Welcome Aboard — 
(November. 1991) 


William E. Hubble, Caron oie 
Technician, Division of Support 
Services 


Moving On 
(November 1991) 


Barbara Masinton, Supervisory 
Natural Resource Specialist, Division 
of Mincral Resources 

Roy Masinton, Natural Rcsource 
Specialist; Arctic District Office 

Thad S. Robertson, Student Traince; 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Joanna Hatton, Land Law Examincr, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Lucy Zybura, Contact Representative, 
Division of Mineral Resources 


This information: provided by ASO 
Branch of Human Resources: 


Heath says she bears her father 
no resentment for the events that 
led up to the separation, and that 
what’s important is that she has 
her family back and a lot of 
catching up to do. She and her 
two daughters will fly to Florida 
for Christmas this year to be with 
her mother and brothers, 
stepbrother and stepsisters. 

This Christmas will be especially 
happy for Heath. “Family is 
everything,” she says with a smile. 
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BLM Hockey 
Team Takes 
DOReuUS 


by Danielle Allen 


BLM won the First Annual 
Alaska DOI Hockey Cup in 
November after a three-game 
tournament against the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service at the Ben 
Boeke ice arena in Anchorage. 

BLM won the first game by a 


Team Roster 


Dan Wiesner, AK-921 
John Pex, AK-921 

Bruce Ogonowski, AK-923 
Steve Schmitt, AK-921 
Bob Lloyd, AK-040 

Tom Deiling, AK-923 

Mike Wilson, AK-921 


Bureau of Land Management 
222 West 7th Avenue, #13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599 
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Tim Quincy, AK-921 
Dan Johnson, AK-921 
Pat Twohy, AK-921 
Joe Burns, AK-921 
Jon Kehler, AK-921 


mere 4-3, while the second game 
was a runaway with FWS scoring 
10 to BLM’s 4. Then BLM’s team 
pulled together for the finale and 
defeated FWS with a score of 5-4 
to take the cup. 

Most of BLM’s 21 players work 
in Cadastral Survey. Tom Deiling 
scored the most goals with 3, 
while Chris Wiita, Paul Moss and 
Jon Kehler scored 2 goals each. 
Goalee Dan Wiesner received the 
Most Valuable Player award for 
doing an “incredible job of 
blocking FWS’s goals,” said 
scorekeeper April Hubbard. 

Another competition is set for 
March of 1992. 


Craig Dukart, AK-921 
Dwayne Richardson 
Carl Lyon, AK-923 
Steve Stokke, AK-921 
Kris Staffeldt, AK-921 


Mike Harmening, AK-921 Paul Moss, AK-921 
Chris Wiita, AK-921 


Cheryl Rolland, AK-976 
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Ollie St. Germaine’s Ahnunuk 
Point Hope (Inupiat) Dancers 
delight employees of the 
Anchorage Federal Office 
Building with their traditional 
dances that weave tales of 
Native lifestyles and culture. 
The dancers were invited by 
BLM to share in the celebration 
of Native American Heritage 
Month in November. See 
stories on page 5. 


(Photo by Ed Bovy) 
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